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cus (a poor village) a corporation, and had made
a taylor their mayor, and had entertained one Hull,
an excommunicated person and very contentious,
for their minister/* Rhode Island, as a seat of
separatism and heresy, was not invited and per-
haps not even considered. For managing the
affairs of the confederation, the main objects of
which were friendship and amity, protection and
defense, advice and succor, and the preservation
of the truth and purity of the Gospel, eight com-
missioners were provided, to be chosen by the
assemblies of the colonies and to represent the
colonies as independent political units. Meetings
were to be held once a year in one or other of the
leading towns and a full record was to be kept
of the business done. The board thus established
never did more than make recommendations and
offer advice, as it had no authority to execute any
of the plans that it might make; and although
the records of its meetings are lengthy and give
evidence of elaborate discussion of important
matters, the results of its deliberations cannot
be said to be particularly significant.

The commissioners dealt with a number of
local disputes of no great moment and considered
certain internal difficulties that threatened to